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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the communication filed on November 24, 2006. . 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this office action. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on November 24, 2006 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive for the following reasons: 

4. Applicant argues that the Brunts reference does not show the user and guest or 
relationship therebetween and the Isaac reference does not show any idea of creating 
the database regarding the guest and the destination associated with the guest. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees all of the allegations as argued. Examiner, in his 
previous office action, gave detail explanation of claimed limitation and pointed out 
exact locations in the cited prior art. 

Examiner is entitled to give claim limitations their broadest reasonable 
interpretation in light of the specification. See MPEP 21 1 1 [R-1] 

Interpretation of Claims-Broadest Reasonable Interpretation: 

During patent examination, the pending claims must be 'given the broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification.' Applicant always has the 
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opportunity to amend the claims during prosecution and broad interpretation by the 
examiner reduces the possibility that the claim, once issued, will be interpreted more 
broadly than is justified. In re Prater, 162 USPQ 541,550-51 (CCPA 1969). 

Brunts teaches in Column 2 lines 56-59, Column 3 lines 65-67, Column 4 lines 1- 
3, Column 7 lines 1-10, Figures 10 and 14A-16E saving information of various interests 
in different categories in memory cards, which can later be used by the user to decide 
on a destination. Inherently the one of the many categories and memory cards, the user 
can have guest information, more specifically point or destination of interest the user 
saved while entertaining a guest for future reference, the memory card containing those 
information will be the guest database. As creating different database with different 
information is shown in the Brunts reference, the Isaac reference does not need to show 
those ideas. 

For the above reasons, Examiner believed that rejection of the last Office action 
was proper. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-7, and 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brunts (US Patent 5,887,269). 
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7. With respect to claim 1 , Brunts discloses a guest data management method for a 
navigation system, comprising the following steps of: 

creating a guest database which stores at least information on names of guests 
and information on destinations associated with the guests where such information is 
created by a user (Brunts: Column 3, lines 65-67; Column 4, lines 1-3; Column 7, lines 
1-10; Figure 10; Figures 14A-16E; Here the system has the information on one of the 
plurality of memory cards or one of the category or directory created by the user in a 
memory card, the user can edit the information on names of guests and on destinations 
associated with the guests); 

editing the guest database by modifying the information stored in the database or 
adding new information to the database (Brunts: Column 14, lines 14-25 and lines 52- 
64); and 

retrieving information from the guest database for determining a destination for a 
travel with one of the guests whose information is stored in the database (Brunts: 
Column 2, lines 56-59; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 8d; here the user can save specific 
information for later use, which can be retrieved when determining a destination, in the 
case of traveling with a guest, the previously saved guest information can be used to 
decide a destination); 

wherein the user is a person who uses the navigation system and the guest is a 
person who is entertained and went to the destination with the user (Here inherently the 
user is the person using the navigation system, the guest can be the person who went 
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to the destination with the user, whose information the user can inherently save in one 
of the plurality of memory cards used with the system or in one of the category created 
by the user in a memory card, to record the places the guest was entertained at for 
future reference). 

8. With respect to claim 2, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information as to whether a 
particular guest is pleased or the guest shows favorable opinion on a particular 
destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here the 
user can save destination related information). 

9. With respect to claim 3, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information on a driver of a vehicle 
used for the travel to the destination (Brunts: Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here 
the database containing information has several categories of destination data, which 
can contain information about persons involved in travel to the destination). 

10. With respect to claim 4, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1, wherein said database includes information created by the user 
based on personal impression of a particular destination acquired when the user visited 
the destination or evaluation of the destination by the user (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 
and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include 
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information about personal impressions relating to different destinations). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 5, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said database includes information created by the user 
based on impression or opinion expressed by a particular guest when the user and the 
guest visited the destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, 
lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include information about personal or 
guest impressions relating to different destinations). 

12. With respect to claim 6, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of creating the guest database includes a step of 
storing relevant information through a manual input process made by the user (Brunts: 
Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the user manually 
enters the information using an input device). 

13. With respect to claim 7, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1, wherein said step of creating the guest database includes a step of 
automatically storing information available through a normal operation of the navigation 
system including a name of a destination, address of the destination, and a time and 
date of visiting the destination (Brunts: Column 15, lines 5-16; Column 16, lines 61-67; 
Here address, time and date related to the destinations are automatically provided by 
the navigation system or device). 
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14. With respect to claim 9, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
for a navigation system, comprising: 

means for creating a guest database which stores at least information on names 
of guests and information on destinations associated with the guests where such 
information is created by a user (Brunts: Column 3, lines 65-67; Column 4, lines 1-3; 
Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 10; Figures 14A-16E; Here the system has the information 
on one of the plurality of memory cards or one of the category or directory created by 
the user in a memory card, the user can edit the information on names of guests and on 
destinations associated with the guests); 

means for editing the guest database by modifying the information stored in the 
database or adding new information to the database (Brunts: Column 14, lines 14-25 
and lines 52-64); and 

means for retrieving information from the guest database for determining a 
destination for a travel with one of the guests whose information is stored in the 
database (Brunts: Column 2, lines 56-59; Column 7, lines 1-10; Figure 8d; here the user 
can save specific information for later use, which can be retrieved when determining a 
destination, in the case of traveling with a guest, the previously saved guest information 
can be used to decide a destination); 

wherein the user is. a person who uses the navigation system and the guest is a 
person who is entertained and went to the destination with the user (Here inherently the 
user is the person using the navigation system, the guest can be the person who went 
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to the destination with the user, whose information the user can inherently save in one 
of the plurality of memory cards used with the system or in one of the category created 
by the user in a memory card, to record the places the guest was entertained at for 
future. reference). 

15. With respect to claim 10, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information as to whether a 
particular guest is pleased or the guest shows favorable opinion on a particular 
destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; Here the 
user can save destination related information). 

16. With respect to claim 1 1 , Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information on a driver of a 
vehicle used for the travel to the destination (Brunts: Column 14, lines 52-64; Figure 10; 
Here the database containing information has several categories of destination data, 
which can contain information about persons involved in travel to the destination). 

17. With respect to claim 12, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information created by the user 
based on personal impression of a particular destination acquired when the user visited 
the destination or evaluation of the destination by the user (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 
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and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include 
information about personal impressions relating to different destinations). 

1 8. With respect to claim 1 3, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said database includes information created by the user 
based on impression or opinion expressed by a particular guest when the user and the 
guest visited the destination (Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, 
lines 52-64; Here the information user saves can include information about personal or 
guest impressions relating to different destinations). 

19. With respect to claim 14, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein means for creating the guest database includes means 
for storing relevant information through a manual input process made by the user 
(Brunts: Column 7, lines 1-10 and lines 39-45; Column 14, lines 52-64; Here the user 
manually enters the information using an input device). 

20. With respect to claim 1 5, Brunts discloses a guest data management apparatus 
as defined in claim 9, wherein said means for creating the guest database includes 
means for automatically storing information available through a normal operation of the 
navigation system including a name of a destination, address of the destination, and a 
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time and date of visiting the destination (Brunts: Column 15, lines 5-16; Column 16, 
lines 61-67; Here address, time and date related to the destinations are automatically 
provided by the navigation system or device). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claims 8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brunts (US Patent 5,887,269) in view of Isaac (US Publication 2005/0159889). 

23. With respect to claim 8, Brunts discloses a guest data management method as 
defined in claim 1 , 

However, does not disclose explicitly wherein said step of creating the guest 
database includes a step of storing information available through an extended function 
of the navigation system including road condition, traffic condition, or weather condition 
during a travel to a destination when the navigation system includes appropriate 
sensors or a wireless communication means to acquire information on such conditions. 

The Isaac reference, however, discloses providing road conditions, traffic 
condition, or weather condition through an extended function of the navigational system 
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and the navigational system including appropriate sensors or a wireless communication 
means to acquire information on such conditions (Isaac: Paragraph 15, lines 5-13; 
Figure 2; Paragraph 20, lines 1-13; Paragraph 21, lines 1-16). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the teachings of Isaac with the teachings 
of Brunts to have included storing information about road condition, traffic condition, or 
weather condition during travel to a destination in a navigation system using appropriate 
means for an improved approach for incorporating an individual's knowledge when 
determining an optimal route via an electronic navigation system (Isaac: Paragraph 14, 
lines 1-3). 

24. With respect to claim 16, Brunts in view of Isaac discloses a guest data 
management apparatus as defined in claim 9, wherein said means for creating the 
guest database includes means for storing information available through an extended 
function of the navigation system including road condition, traffic condition, or weather 
condition during a travel to a destination when the navigation system includes 
appropriate sensors or a wireless communication means to acquire information on such 
conditions (Isaac: paragraph 15, lines 5-13; Figure 2; Paragraph 20, lines 1-13; 
Paragraph 21, lines 1-16). 
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Conclusion 

25. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

26. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Ohno reference (US Patent 7,043,358) teaches about a 
updatable navigation system. The Stankoulov reference (US Patent 7,043,357) teaches 
about extensible navigation systems. The Ohishi reference (US Patent 6,385,535) 
teaches about a navigation system. The Endo reference (US Publication 2005/0125234) 
teaches about flagged locations. The Kynast reference (US Publication 2005/0234617) 
teaches about a driver support system. The Cotter reference (US Publication 
2006/0053090) teaches about personalizing user content. 
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(571)272-5625. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571)272^4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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